
Continued on the other side… 

“The Preservation of the Woman’s Seed” 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths © 2010 - pastorpat@waukeshabible.org 

September 26, 2010 

 

Read Genesis 7:1-24 
 
Chapter seven provides the part of the Story where Noah and his family are safely inside the 
prepared ark and all those outside the ark perish.  His integrity is notable.  The thought of 
seven clean animals speaks to the sacrificial system already in play from Genesis 3:21 and 4:4-5 
(vv. 2, 3).  All of this speaks to the promise and picture.  The sacrifice is the serpent’s seed 
bruising the heel of the woman’s seed.  Those which are clean will perish quicker because of 
diet and devotion.  Those animals which were unclean would neither be sacrificed nor eaten. 
 
Upon entering the ark of salvation the earth labors under its burden of global genocide (v. 11).  
Her waters within bursts forth and flood the entire world.  She is accompanied by heaven’s 
cascade.  Together they form a symphony of death. 
 
Noah is stated as being 500 years old in 5:32.  Here he is marked as being 600 years old when 
the flood of waters came upon the earth (7:11).  Might we suppose he labored for several 
decades and perhaps up to 100 years in the building of this massive structure?  This 
calculation is consistent with what we read in 9:28, 29, “After the flood Noah lived 350 years.  
All the days of Noah were 950 years, and he died.” 
 
There is a notable pattern of numbers present in the flood narrative; first, the number 7 and 
then 40.  Seven is the number of completion or perfection.  It speaks to something that is 
whole.  The number 40 is one of probation, of testing.  It is important to remember how prior 
to this moment, there was no rain.  It is impossible to imagine the registered bewilderment of 
those who willfully chose not to enter into the ark.  After it was too late, their fate settles on 
them like dark blows on a chilled anvil.  To feel those first few drops on trembling land only to 
escalate powerfully, sends shock to their mocking core.   
 
Because we are one with those who chose not to enter, we feel outrage against the seemingly 
injustice of God, yet “God the LORD closed it behind him” (v. 16).  There is nothing incidental 
in the narrative.  Regardless of how well we craft our story and seek to undermine the 
integrity of His, He wrote this Story.  It is one whose precipice staggers our senses; the sheer 
height of the summit pulls breath from our lungs.  We, like Paul, must conclude, “33 Oh, the 
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and unfathomable His ways! 34 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE 
LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR? 35 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM 
THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN? 36 For from Him and through Him and to 
Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen” (Romans 11:33-36). 
 
Like the Psalmist we must confess, “6 Whatever the LORD pleases, He does, In heaven and in 
earth, in the seas and in all deeps. 7 He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth; 
Who makes lightnings for the rain, Who brings forth the wind from His treasuries. 13 Your 
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name, O LORD, is everlasting, Your remembrance, O LORD, throughout all generations” 
(Psalm 135:6, 7, 13). 
 
Let the impious fling their verbal assaults against the LORD God Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
and they, like their predecessors, shall perish in the inevitable destruction of all who refuse to 
take His gracious and merciful invitation. 
 
O what a horrific commentary on the hardness of men’s hearts.  The waters obeyed their 
maker and covered that which He willed.  All in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of 
life, died. 
 

21 “All flesh that moved on the earth perished, birds and cattle and beasts and every 
swarming thing that swarms upon the earth, and all mankind; 22 of all that was on the dry 
land, all in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, died. 23 Thus He blotted out 
every living thing that was upon the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping 
things and to birds of the sky, and they were blotted out from the earth; and only Noah 
was left, together with those that were with him in the ark” (Gen. 7:21-23). 

 
O how our hearts shudder at the magnitude of God’s wrath and justice, and how our hearts 
shake at the magnitude of God’s mercy and grace.  If our hearts quake at the enormity of His 
destruction, so must our hearts quake at the enormity of His mercy and grace.  “The same sun 
melting the butter equally hardens the clay.”  The wicked will charge God with cruelty and 
divine despotism, but He is the potter who crafts the clay and uses whatever He fashions for 
His glory.  He is too wise to make a mistake and too loving to be unkind.  If such a God is 
capable of such destruction, then I must bow before Him (Heb. 10:26-31). 
 
For many days after the door is closed by God they can hear the voices of those outside 
continuing to mock and then slowly change into questioning and then fear-filled panic.  For 
seemingly endless days they endure the persistent pleas for reprieve until there is nothing but 
the sound of whipping winds and crashing waves.   For one hundred and fifty days the waters 
prevailed over the entire globe.  For one hundred and fifty days Noah and his family cared for 
those within the ark.  For one hundred and fifty days Noah and his family contemplated the 
horrible justice of God.  For one hundred and fifty days Noah and his family celebrated the 
mercy and grace of God in sparing his family and granting to them the hope of promise 
fulfilled.  The world currently inhabited with all of its rich diversity and natural wonder is the 
consequence of God’s severe judgment against her.  Such is the promise.  When the serpent’s 
head is crushed and the woman’s heel bruised there will come forth a rich tapestry of 
brilliance.   
 
The Story continues and the seed is preserved. 
 
 

 


